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STATE SOLICITOR’S OFFICE ADVICE - MEMBER FOR BALLAJURA’S DRIVER’S LICENCE 

563. Mr R.F. JOHNSON to the Premier: 
Some notice of this question has been given.   

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  Fifteen minutes! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The Premier has had nearly an hour.  These are not hard questions, Premier. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I refer to the advice from the State Solicitor’s Office that was provided to the WA Police 
with regard to the suspension of the member for Ballajura’s driver’s licence. 

(1) Is it normal procedure for advice of this nature to be sought from the State Solicitor’s Office in cases in 
which licence suspensions are contested? 

(2) Is this the first time that the suspension of a driver’s licence has been challenged with the defence that 
the final demand notice was not sent to the person’s last known address? 

(3) Is this the first time that State Solicitor’s Office advice has been provided with regard to these 
circumstances? 

(4) Who sought the advice from the State Solicitor’s Office, and when was this advice sought? 

(5) Who saw or was informed of the advice from the State Solicitor’s Office prior to the decision not to 
contest the proceedings?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
(1)-(5) I thank the member for Hillarys, who I see presents himself as a cleanskin in politics these days -  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  No.  I do not present myself as that, my friend. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  He said no!  I gave him the opportunity.  I said he presents himself as a cleanskin, and 
he said no!  Fair enough!  If that is the case, he had better get up and apologise for misleading the house in his 
statement earlier!   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Are you going to apologise?  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Am I going to apologise?  How many members on this side of the Parliament has that 
member opposite made wild allegations about?   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  What - that they are corrupt?  Tell me what I said!  Does that excuse you from suggesting 
that I have supported corrupt activities, without any evidence or proof? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have already given the member the opportunity to portray himself as a cleanskin, and 
he said no.   

I have been asked five itemised questions, the answers to some of which would require quite a deal of research; 
for example, “Who saw or was informed of the advice from the State Solicitor’s Office”.  This was delivered to 
my office shortly after 1.45 pm.  I do not believe that I have been given sufficient time to be able to extract the 
required information.  What is more, I would have thought, quite frankly - although I know that the member 
likes dealing directly with me, and I do not mind that because I like dealing directly with him - that it might have 
been better to direct the question to the relevant minister. 

I do not like wasting my time when I am on my feet, so while I am on my feet I also welcome the students from 
Frederick Irwin Anglican School.  They can pass back to their principal, Mr Geoffrey Arnold, my warm regards.  
He was a geography teacher of mine at Albany Senior High School.  He is a very wonderful man. 
 


